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What is Female Genital Mutilation
(FGM)

“All procedures involving partial or total
removal of the external female genitalia or other

injury to the female genital organs for non-
medical reasons”

(World Health Organisation)



HOW GENITAL CUTTING
affects girls and women
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Cultural underpinnings / motives

Brings status and respect
Preserves virginity/chastity
Rite of passage

Social acceptance, especially for °

marriage
Upholds family honour
Cleanses and purifies

Gives a sense of belonging to
the community

Fulfils a religious requirement
believed to exist

Perpetuates a custom/tradition
Clean and hygienic
Cosmetically desirable

Believed (mistakenly) to make
childbirth safer for the infant



Prevalence

137,000 women and girls are living with FGM in the UK
60,000 girls aged 13 and under are at risk

Manchester, Slough, Bristol, Leicester and Birmingham have high prevalence rates, ranging
from 12 to 16 per 1,000,

30 recorded observations of FGM (April 2015 to March 2016), |5 were pregnant women in
midwifery services.

1,239 or 3.7% of Leicester females aged 0 to |15 were born in regions where FGM prevalence
is high

9892 or |1.3% of Leicester females aged |6 to 49 were born in regions where FGM
prevalence is high



Work to date

* Policy & Procedure

* Awareness raising campaign 2017

* Leicester’s Children’s Trust Board (LCTB)
session



Proposed approach

* Tackling FGM through Behaviour Change

* Community Engagement
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Next steps

Actions to be considered:

* Partnership pledge
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Next Steps continued

Prevention through awareness raising,
community engagement and training

Support law enforcement activity
Review and update safeguarding processes

Consideration of specialist services and clinics



